WEST HUNTSPILL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held at 7:00 PM on Monday, 11th November 2024
Venue: The Balliol Hall, Church Road, West Huntspill

Present
· Councillors: Cllr J Wakefield (Chair), Cllr M Saunders, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr A Higgs, Cllr A Clapp
· Clerk: Mrs. Alex Harris
· Members of the Public: Mr Roger Flower (Huntspill Model Railway Society), Mr Dave Counsell (Huntspill Cricket Club), Mr Maratty and James (Planning Consultant)

1. Apologies for Absence
Still waiting.

2. Dispensation Requests
Still waiting.

3. Approval of Minutes
RESOLVED: Minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2024 were approved as an accurate record.
Proposed: Cllr M Saunders | Seconded: Cllr R Shaw
The Clerk's report was also approved.

4. Matters Arising
None.

5. Somerset Councillors' Report
A written report from Cllrs M Healey and S Ajulia was received and noted.

6. Public Participation
The meeting adjourned at 7:03 PM and reconvened at 7:20 PM.
· Mr. Roger Flower provided updates on the Railway Society’s activities.
· Mr Maratty and James discussed their proposed planning application (52/24/00009).

7. Planning Matters
· 52/24/00009/LE - 9 Main Road
Outline planning permission for six dwellings and access roads.
RESOLVED: No observations (application outside settlement boundary).
· SCC/4108/2024 – Walpole Site
Continuation of landfill operations.
RESOLVED: No observations.
· Updates:
· Brue Farm Development: No updates.
· New Road Development: No updates.
8. War Memorial Playing Field and Cricket Club
· The Railway Society apologised for a lack of communication regarding prior events.
· Updates: A new track is installed, and parking improvements are underway.
· Risk assessments are conducted before events and will be shared with the Parish Council.

9. Ilex Park
· Inclusive play equipment costs and availability are to be explored.
· Signage: A new directional sign and entrance sign are being designed.
· Access improvements, including a new gate, are under consideration.

10. Common, Trees, and Footpaths
· Footbridge near Plymor Road: Awaiting ROW department action.
· Illegal footpath diversion across the Old Cricket Field: Reported to ROW department.
· Standard maintenance: Brambles to be cleared before spring on Common
· Wildflower area – Doble Land: Would it be feasible to involve Bridgwater or Cannington College.
· New bench installation: Plans were discussed for the Queen’s Common bench, concrete slab of 2m x 1m needed. Cllr Higgs and Cllr Saunders will complete site visit.
· Cutting contract: Tender scheduled for February 2024.

11. Village and Neighbourhood Plans
· Somerset Council is re-evaluating its Local Plan.
· The Council discussed whether to proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan due to Somerset Council reevaluating theirs. Could CIL Funds be used to create this plan?

12. Ongoing Projects
· Village Map: Design updates in progress.
· Carols on the Common: Scheduled for 14th December 2024.
· VE Celebrations: Beacon lighting is planned for 8th May 2025.
· Other Updates:
· Tree survey results are awaited.
· Christmas tree (Lights to be installed Mid Dec 2024)
13. CIL Funds
· Solar Speed Signs: Deferred to December meeting.
· Planters/benches: Pending further updates.
· Bus Shelter Repairs: Completed, mural design under review.

14. Financial Matters
· The following payments were approved:
		Payee
	Description
	Amount

	Mrs. Alex Harris
	Clerk’s Salary
	£543.58

	Mrs. Alex Harris
	Telephone & Office Costs
	£45.97

	Scribe Accounts
	Monthly Subscription
	£14.40

	Steve Chick
	Invoice - 0420
	£93.75

	Cllr J Wakefield
	Casters
	£20.00

	Wessex Water
	Pavilion
	£488.71

	Steve Chick
	Invoice 0419
	£487.50

	EDF Pavilion
	1/10/24 – 31/10/24
	£72.74

	EDF Common
	1/10/24 – 31/10/24
	£20.76

	Somerset Council
	Dog Bin Emptying (Oct 2024 – Mar 2025)
	£178.46

	Huntspill News
	Advertising
	£30.00

	St Peters and All Hallows
	20 chairs
	£20.00





	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


RESOLVED:  Payments approved.

15. Councillors' Reports
· Updates on grants from the Rivers Authority.
· Reported concrete slippage by Huntspill River.
· Updates on local carol services.

16. Date of Next Meeting
· Date: Monday, 9th December 2024
Time: 7:00 PM
Venue: Huntspill Cricket Pavilion, New Road
17. Closure
· The meeting closed at 8:30 PM.

Signed:
Chairperson: ............................................. Date: .............................................
