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1. Policy Statement
West Huntspill Parish Council recognises its duty of care under the Occupiers’ Liability Acts 1957 and 1984, and its responsibility to manage trees on Council-owned or managed land safely and sustainably.
This policy provides a structured approach to tree management, balancing public safety, biodiversity, community amenity, and long-term environmental value.

2. Scope
This policy applies to all land where the Council has responsibility for tree management, including:
· ILEX Park (Ringstone)
· The Memorial Ground (New Road)
· The Village Common (Church Road)
· Other verges, hedgerows or plots under Council care

3. Objectives
· To maintain a healthy and safe tree stock
· To prevent injury, damage or liability from foreseeable tree failure
· To enhance local biodiversity and landscape character
· To act promptly on professional arboricultural advice
· To ensure tree inspections are documented and scheduled



4. Inspection Schedule and Risk Management
The Council adopts a three-year tree safety inspection cycle, in line with guidance from the National Tree Safety Group and best practice from NALC/SALC.
· Last full inspection: February 2025
· Next full inspection due: February 2028
· Annual walkover checks will be conducted by the Clerk and/or contractors, especially after storms or extreme weather
All trees are inspected using the QTRA (Quantified Tree Risk Assessment) and VTA (Visual Tree Assessment) methods, as detailed in reports from Alex Hebden (Dip Arb L4, TechArborA).

5. Tree Condition Reports and Recommended Works
ILEX Park (Ringstone)
· Inspected November 2024 and reassessed after Storm Darragh (Dec 2024)
· Report by Alex Hebden found multiple high-risk specimens requiring urgent work
· Actions taken include felling of T011 and removal of hangers from G006 and T012
· Recommendation: Replant T011 (Holm Oak) with Quercus ilex as a replacement
The Memorial Ground
· Generally well-maintained tree stock
· Key work includes the pruning of boundary willows (H003) and removal of storm-damaged trees in G004 and G013
The Common (Church Road)
· Higher risk due to proximity to overhead cables and access routes
· Works include clearance of fallen trees (H032, T035), pruning back from the highway, and felling of Class 3 ADB-infected Ash (T039)
All surveys are compliant with BS3998:2010 Tree Work – Recommendations.

6. Tree Works and Contract Management
· All tree works are to be carried out by qualified arborists with adequate insurance and risk assessments
· Works will be prioritised as follows:
· Priority 1: Immediate action (risk to life/property)
· Priority 2: Works required within 12 months
· Priority 3: Maintenance and enhancement works (within 3 years)
· Contractors must comply with health and safety legislation and all relevant environmental protection laws

7. Tree Planting and Biodiversity
· The Council encourages native and climate-resilient species in planting
· Tree replacements (e.g. T011 in ILEX Park) will be logged and monitored
· Deadwood and retained trees are considered for their habitat value where safe to do so

8. Ash Dieback (ADB) Monitoring
· Trees are assessed for signs of ADB and classified from 1 (healthy) to 4 (severely affected)
· Class 3 and 4 trees in public-access areas will be prioritised for removal
· Ongoing monitoring of borderline cases (e.g. T013 in ILEX Park and T039 on The Common) is required

9. Record Keeping
· The Clerk maintains a Tree Risk Register and logs all:
· Inspection dates
· Identified risks
· Completed and planned works
· Contractor details and compliance documents

10. Public Safety and Emergencies
· Reports from residents about unsafe or fallen trees will be investigated promptly
· Storm-damaged trees will be reassessed within 48 hours
· Areas may be cordoned off to mitigate immediate risk while works are arranged

11. Review

This policy will be reviewed in May 2028, or earlier if there is:
· A change in statutory guidance
· A major incident involving trees on Council land
· New land acquisition with trees under Council care
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