West Huntspill Parish Council

Safeguarding Policy

Adopted: 19th May 2025
Clerk to the Council: Alex Harris
📧 clerk@westhuntspillpc.co.uk
📍 52 Priestley Way, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, TA8 1QX

1. Policy Statement
West Huntspill Parish Council is committed to safeguarding the welfare of all children, young people, and vulnerable adults who interact with the Council or use its services and facilities, including ILEX Park, community events, and open spaces.
The Council recognises its responsibility to promote a safe environment, prevent harm, and respond appropriately to concerns. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.

2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All Parish Council staff, councillors, volunteers, and contractors.
· All Council-owned or managed land and facilities, including ILEX Park, Village Common, and Church Road.
· Any activity, event, or service organised or supported by the Parish Council.

3. Key Definitions
· Child: Anyone under the age of 18.
· Vulnerable adult: A person aged 18+ who is unable to care for or protect themselves from harm or exploitation due to age, illness, disability, or circumstances.
· Abuse: Includes physical, emotional, sexual abuse, neglect, financial exploitation, or discriminatory harm.

4. Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)
The Council’s designated safeguarding contact is the Parish Clerk, who will:
· Act as the point of contact for safeguarding concerns.
· Maintain and share up-to-date safeguarding information.
· Ensure that safeguarding is considered in council decisions and activities.
· Liaise with relevant authorities where necessary.

5. Responsibilities
All Councillors, Staff, Volunteers and Contractors Must:
· Be aware of and follow this policy.
· Treat all individuals with respect and dignity.
· Report any safeguarding concerns immediately to the Clerk (DSL).
· Avoid working alone with or making physical contact with children or vulnerable adults unless authorised and necessary.
The Council Will:
· Promote safeguarding awareness and good practice.
· Ensure that risks in public spaces such as ILEX Park are minimised.
· Respond to concerns in line with statutory procedures.
· Provide training or guidance where necessary.

6. ILEX Park and Council Facilities
As a public space that may be used by children and families, ILEX Park is included in this safeguarding policy. The Council will:
· Ensure regular inspections of equipment and safety features.
· Remove or report hazards and maintain safe access.
· Display emergency contact information or reporting procedures if applicable.
· Be alert to concerns such as bullying, unsafe behaviour, or vulnerable individuals needing support.

7. Reporting Concerns
All concerns—no matter how small—should be reported to the Clerk immediately. Where there is a risk of immediate harm, call 999.

If the Clerk is unavailable or implicated in a concern, it should be reported to the Chair of the Council.
Somerset Safeguarding Contacts:
· Children’s Services: 0300 123 2224
· Adult Social Care: 0300 123 2224
· Out of Hours Emergency Duty Team: 0300 123 2327
· Police Non-Emergency: 101

8. Safe Recruitment and Events
· Where the Council appoints individuals to work with children or vulnerable adults, appropriate references, DBS checks, or supervision will be considered.
· Public events will be risk assessed with safeguarding in mind.
· Volunteers helping at events will be briefed on basic safeguarding awareness.

9. Confidentiality and Record Keeping
· All safeguarding concerns and actions taken will be recorded securely and confidentially by the Clerk.
· Information will only be shared with relevant authorities on a need-to-know basis.

10. Review and Monitoring
This policy will be reviewed annually, or earlier if legislation or local arrangements change.
The Council will monitor the effectiveness of this policy through:
· Reporting and reviewing incidents
· Updates from local safeguarding boards or NALC/SALC
· Annual review by the Clerk and full Council

Signed:
Chair of the Council: _________________________
Date: _______________
Parish Clerk / DSL: Alex Harris📧 clerk@westhuntspillpc.co.uk
