DRAFT – subject to approval at the next meeting
WEST HUNTSPILL PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 7.00pm at Balliol Hall, Church Road, West Huntspill

Present: Cllr John Wakefield (Chairman), Cllr Ann Clapp, Cllr Roger Keen (until 7.05pm), Cllr Mark Saunders (from 7.15pm), Cllr Richard Shaw, Cllr John Wakefield
In attendance: Mrs Alex Harris (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer); Mr Dave Counsell; three members of the public
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00pm and adjourned it for a public participation session. The meeting was reconvened at 7.10pm. Matters raised are recorded under item 6.
PROCEDURAL ITEMS
1.	Apologies for Absence
RESOLVED: to receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllr Alan Higgs, Cllr Mark Healey and Cllr John Wilks.
Cllr Roger Keen tendered his resignation from the Council for personal reasons and left the meeting at 7.05pm (see item 22). Cllr Mark Saunders arrived at 7.15pm.
2.	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensations.
3.	Approval of Minutes and Clerk's Report
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18th July 2026 be approved as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Ann Clapp, seconded by Cllr Mark Saunders; all in favour.
The Clerk's report was received and noted. It included an email from Ms Palmer suggesting further tree planting to create a wood or forest in the village.
4.	Matters Arising from the Minutes
St Peter and All Hallows Churchyard – tree felling works (£400): the work has been completed. The Council has not yet agreed a contribution and no further correspondence has been received from the PCC.
5.	Edenstone Housing Development – New Road
The Council noted the questions and concerns raised by a member of the public during public participation (item 6) about the Edenstone development, including the tenure of the housing, the new site entrance off the A38, and the marker stones and signage.
RESOLVED: that the Clerk writes to Edenstone on behalf of the Parish Council raising these issues and reports any response to the next meeting.
6.	Public Participation (at the Chairman's Discretion)
A member of the public asked whether the New Road development would be entirely social housing. It was noted that the new entrance to the site will be off the A38. Concerns about marker stones and signage have been reported to Edenstone.
Mr Dave Counsell reported on the War Memorial Ground and pavilions:
1. Jenefer Tiley Pavilion roof repairs: three quotes have now been obtained; the quote from ST Farrow is £3,960.00 (see item 10).
1. Pavilion entrance: a chain is now in place across the entrance to the pavilion and the invoice has been received (see item 20).
1. Cricket ground: the ground is very hard and cracking, and around 10 tonnes of soil is needed to fill the cracks. A price for repairing the ground is to be obtained, and games may need to be cancelled.
PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS
7.	Report from Somerset Councillors
A report was received and has been circulated to councillors by email.
8.	Swell Close
"No through road" signs have now been erected. Concerns were raised about vehicles parking in the road in connection with a business operating in Swell Close. This will be discussed with Cllr Mark Healey and brought back to the next meeting.
9.	Planning
Nothing to report.
10.	War Memorial Ground and Cricket Club
1. Railway track: nothing to report.
1. RESOLVED: to accept the quote from ST Farrow of £3,960.00 for the Jenefer Tiley Pavilion roof repairs.
1. Insurance claim: no further action.
11.	Ilex Park
1. Bin and maintenance: Cllr Mark Saunders regularly attends the park, collects rubbish and carries out minor repairs in line with the safety report. A request for a new bin has been refused because of recurrent vandalism whenever one is installed.
1. Tree Preservation Order: a TPO is in place, and registered with Somerset Council, on a group of trees on an area of ground at the property of the late Mr Mullins, Church Road.
12.	Common, Trees, Footpaths and Green Areas
1. Culvert area by the street near The Orchard public house: the area is to be cut back. The fence needs spraying; Cllr Ann Clapp will discuss this with Mr Mark Fiddess.
1. Tree planting: the WI representative proposed planting daffodils in the village. RESOLVED: to grant the WI up to £50 to purchase bulbs.
1. Pavement along the side of the Common: a quote is to be sought from Somerset Council to tarmac the section alongside the Common to the first house on Church Road.
13.	Village Plan and Neighbourhood Plan
No update. RESOLVED: to remove this item from future agendas.
14.	Highways and Local Community Network (LCN)
Nothing to report.
15.	Parish Projects
1. Clean Sweep 2026: to take place on Saturday 10th October 2026, 10.00am to 12 noon.
1. Christmas event: Christmas on the Common.
1. Art trail: no update.
1. Village map (Cllr Ann Clapp): two maps are proposed – a linear map at the bus stop by the WI, and a map of the Common.
16.	Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – 5-Year Spending Plan
The following were noted for inclusion in the CIL spending plan:
1. New map for the Common (linked to the village map, item 15).
1. A-frame signage.
1. Linear village map.
1. Wildflower planting: daffodils.
1. Replacement noticeboard by the Post Office, with a planter beneath it.
17.	Updates on Issues and Developments
1. Alstone: nothing to report.
1. Main Road: drains on the A38 are blocked. At Greenwood on the A38, trees need cutting back; Cllr Ann Clapp has taken photographs.
1. Church Road: the drain has been repaired.
1. Withy Road / Ringstone: no issues.
1. New Road: nothing to report.
20.	Finance – General
RESOLVED: to approve the following payments:
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount

	Scribe
	Accounts package
	£44.00

	Huntspill Cricket Club
	Pavilion entrance chain
	£64.83

	Mr S Chick
	Grass cutting
	£640.00

	Mr S Chick
	Footpaths (INV0551)
	£345.00

	SALC
	Training – Cllr Wilks
	£45.00

	Total
	
	£1,138.83



Receipts were noted.
RESOLVED: to approve the bank reconciliation and financial statements.
21.	Correspondence
None received.
22.	Matters Raised by Councillors / Items for Future Agendas
1. The Council noted the resignation of Cllr Roger Keen. The Clerk will notify Somerset Council Electoral Services, publish a notice of casual vacancy, and send a letter of thanks to Mr Keen.
1. West Huntspill Day celebration (August 2027): to be included on the January 2027 agenda.
23.	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th October 2026 at 7.00pm at the Cricket Pavilion.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.
ACTION LOG
	Action
	Responsible

	Write to Edenstone raising residents' concerns (item 5)
	Clerk

	Discuss Swell Close parking; bring back to next meeting (item 8)
	Cllr Mark Healey / Clerk

	Instruct ST Farrow for pavilion roof repairs, £3,960.00 (item 10)
	Clerk, liaising with Mr Dave Counsell

	Obtain a price to repair the cricket ground (item 6)
	Mr Dave Counsell

	Ilex Park: weekly rubbish clearance and minor repairs (item 11)
	Cllr Mark Saunders

	Discuss fence spraying near The Orchard with Mr Fiddess (item 12)
	Cllr Ann Clapp

	Pay WI up to £50 for daffodil bulbs, on receipt of invoice (item 12)
	Clerk / Cllr John Wakefield

	Request a quote from Somerset Council for the pavement alongside the Common to the first house on Church Road (item 12)
	Clerk

	Report blocked A38 drains and trees at Greenwood to Highways (item 17)
	Clerk

	Notify Electoral Services, publish casual vacancy notice, send thank-you letter to Mr Keen (item 22)
	Clerk

	Add West Huntspill Day celebration to January 2027 agenda (item 22)
	Clerk



Signed: ……………………………………………… (Chairman)        Date: ………………………
Mrs Alex Harris
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, West Huntspill Parish Council
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